Class specific rheumatoid factors in rheumatoid arthritis: response to chrysotherapy and relationship to disease activity.
IgG rheumatoid factors (RF) may play an important role in the pathogenesis of rheumatoid arthritis (RA). Our study investigates the relationship between class specific RF levels measured by radioimmunoassay and disease activity in patients with RA undergoing chrysotherapy. Nineteen patients were treated with 20 mg disodium aurothiomalate weekly for 6 months. Rheumatoid disease activity was assessed before and after 6 months' treatment and the level of IgG, IgA and IgM RF measured. There were significant falls in disease activity (p less than 0.005), IgA RF (p less than 0.005) IgG RF (p less than 0.005) and SCAT (p less than 0.025), but not IgM RF, over the 6 month treatment period. No correlation was found between absolute levels of IgA, IgG or IgM RF and disease activity before or after 6 months' therapy but there was a highly significant linear correlation between reduction in IgG RF levels and fall in disease activity (r = 0.642, p less than 0.005) with treatment.